
Spectators preparing for the start of competition

Tracey King brought her coffee making and 
barista training expertise to the meet, with a 

constant stream of customers

Life Member Chris Geyer and Head Coach 
Tony Rodda discuss the form� 

Eleanor Rodda and Brooke Howes between races 

Olivia Arandt powers home 
Kay Goode and Josie Robinson help keeping 
the swimmers and spectators fed  
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The Annual Sprint Swim Meet was held on November 16th, with 198 
swimmers contesting 61 events. The day was clear and cool, and the pool 
was presented in immaculate order. The meet ran very smoothly due to the 
efforts of all club members in attendance. Visitors included swimmers 
from other Bendigo clubs, District clubs, and clubs from Geelong and 
Melbourne. Some very close and 
competitive racing resulted, and the 
day was enjoyed by all. The efforts 
of all club members, in particularly 
the Committee, were acknowledged 
by several visitors.  
 
 
Bendigo East medallists from the 
meet included: 
 
Eleanor Rodda: 5 gold, 1 bronze 
Isabella Symons: 3 gold 
Callum Moloney: 3 gold 

Max Pearce: 1 gold, 1 silver, 2 
bronze 
Georga Holt: 1 gold, 1 silver 

Jenna Strauch: 1 gold  
Patrick Dove: 3 silver 
Callum King: 2 silver, 1 bronze 
Brooke Howes: 2 silver, 1 bronze 
Darcie Peiper: 1 silver, 1 bronze 
Jayde Robinson: 1 silver, 1 bronze 
Zoe Gregor: 1 silver 
Hunter Lawrence: 1 silver 
Lily Burke: 1 silver 
Zoe Schneider: 1 silver 
Rebecca Holmes: 1 silver  

Houston Pearce: 1 bronze 
 
Several other swimmers swam personal 
best times and competed strongly. The 
whole swimming team can be very 
proud of their efforts in representing the 
Club. 

 
 
 
 

Family and friends enjoy the racing 



 
 
 
 
 
 
In celebration of the 60th anniversary of the formation of the Bendigo 
East Swimming Club, a gathering of past and present members was 
arranged to coincide with the Annual Sprint swim meet. More than 60 
people attended the afternoon tea in the Progress Association Hall, to 
witness the unveiling of the club�s new Honour Board and Life 

Members Board. The Boards were made following the success of Leon Griffin in being awarded the 2006 
Bendigo Sports Star Award. As part of his award, Leon was able to nominate a donation of $3000 to the 
sporting club of his choice, and in recognition of the role of the Bendigo East pool as the focus of his 
triathlon swimming training, his nomination was to the Bendigo East Swimming Club. The Club remains 
extremely appreciative of the nomination and felt the funds should be directed to the preservation of the 
history of the Club. Unfortunately, Leon was unable to attend the celebrations as he was competing in an 
event at Shepparton on the same day, but in keeping with the spirit of the day, Leon was successful in 
winning his competition.  
 
The Honour Board was unveiled symbolically by Val Campbell, Life Member, long time swimmer, coach, 
and club doyen along with Isabella Douglass, one of the youngest members of the club. Memorabilia 
recalling 60 years of achievement and triumph was on display, including documentation from the earliest 
days of the club�s history as well as many photographs of great swimming successes. The display of the Life 
Members Board was accompanied by a gathering of many Life Members and acknowledgement of family 
members of those passed on. The afternoon tea which followed allowed many old friends to meet up and 
reminisce about the Club and their memories. The current swimmers can look forward to creating their own 
history and successes for the future to continue the rich traditions on display. The celebration made a perfect 
conclusion to a wonderful day for the Club. 
 
 

 

Life members gather in front of the Life Members Board 
Rear (from left): Ray Pysing, Regina Geyer, Chris Geyer, Graham   
Mitchell, Val Campbell, Jane Pattison. 
Seated: Betty Pysing, Faye Daley, Betty Dole, Anne Nelson (wife 
of Alwyn Nelson), Peg Edwards. 


